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Overview of presentationOverview of presentation
§§ What is Carnegie Corporation of New YorkWhat is Carnegie Corporation of New York
§§ Our Our NNation’s ation’s skills gapskills gap
§§ College Knowledge…what will it take?College Knowledge…what will it take?
§§ Middle and high schools Middle and high schools literacyliteracy----our need to ramp our need to ramp 

upup
§§ Types of activities supported by Carnegie Types of activities supported by Carnegie 

Corporation of NY to support this Corporation of NY to support this efforteffort
§§ Federal and state initiatives being taken to  alleviate Federal and state initiatives being taken to  alleviate 

Steps being taken to Steps being taken to 
§§ Ways in which BMI can support the effortWays in which BMI can support the effort
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About Carnegie Corporation of About Carnegie Corporation of 
New YorkNew York

nn Foundation started in 1911 by Andrew Carnegie  Foundation started in 1911 by Andrew Carnegie  
to “ to “ to promote the advancement and diffusion of to promote the advancement and diffusion of 
knowledge and understandknowledge and understanding”ing”

nn CCNY makes grants to promote international CCNY makes grants to promote international 
peace and to advance education and knowledgepeace and to advance education and knowledge

nn We’re celebrating our 100We’re celebrating our 100thth anniversary in 1911!anniversary in 1911!
nn Anniversary thematically focused on philanthropy.Anniversary thematically focused on philanthropy.

nn http://www.carnegie.orghttp://www.carnegie.org
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Teaching the New Basic SkillsTeaching the New Basic Skills
Urgent Over Ten Years Ago…Urgent Over Ten Years Ago…

“Fifteen years ago, a U.S. High School diploma “Fifteen years ago, a U.S. High School diploma 
was a ticket to the middle class.  No longer. The was a ticket to the middle class.  No longer. The 
skills required to earn a decent income have skills required to earn a decent income have 
changed radically. The skills taught in most U.S. changed radically. The skills taught in most U.S. 
Schools have not.” Schools have not.” 

--Richard Murnane and Frank Levy (1996)Richard Murnane and Frank Levy (1996)
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That quality work force was the single biggest reason That quality work force was the single biggest reason 
the U.S. emerged as the economic superpower of  the the U.S. emerged as the economic superpower of  the 
20th century. Generation after generation, American 20th century. Generation after generation, American 
workers were better educated, more industrious and workers were better educated, more industrious and 
more innovative than the ones that came before.more innovative than the ones that came before.

That progress stopped about 30 years ago. That progress stopped about 30 years ago. The The 
percentage of  young Americans completing college has percentage of  young Americans completing college has 
been stagnant for a generation. As wellbeen stagnant for a generation. As well--educated educated 
boomers retire over the next decades, the quality of  the boomers retire over the next decades, the quality of  the 
American work force is likely to decline.American work force is likely to decline.

--David Brooks, David Brooks, New York TimesNew York Times 2.15.082.15.08

But Even More Urgent NowBut Even More Urgent Now
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Context Context ––Impact of GlobalizationImpact of Globalization
nn Impact of Globalization of Labor MarketsImpact of Globalization of Labor Markets
nn decline in number and wages of routine jobsdecline in number and wages of routine jobs
nn increase in wage differentials attached to educational increase in wage differentials attached to educational 

attainment ; US expected lifetime earnings of males attainment ; US expected lifetime earnings of males 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1979 were 51 percent with a bachelor’s degree in 1979 were 51 percent 
higher than their peers with only a high school higher than their peers with only a high school 
diploma. By 2004, this difference was 96 percent. diploma. By 2004, this difference was 96 percent. 

nn productivity increasingly tied to educational productivity increasingly tied to educational 
attainment: each additional year of schooling in the attainment: each additional year of schooling in the 
population adds 3.6% to GDP (OECD); earnings population adds 3.6% to GDP (OECD); earnings 
premium for a college degree continues in 20 premium for a college degree continues in 20 
countries including the UScountries including the US
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How the demand for skills has changedHow the demand for skills has changed
EconomyEconomy--wide measures of routine and nonwide measures of routine and non--routine routine 

task input (US)task input (US)
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Impact of Globalization of Impact of Globalization of 
Educational AttainmentEducational Attainment

nn US was the first country to provide universal US was the first country to provide universal 
secondary educationsecondary education

nn Rapid change in the provision of secondary Rapid change in the provision of secondary 
education in the past 30 and especially in the education in the past 30 and especially in the 
past 10 years in many countriespast 10 years in many countries

nn US stagnantUS stagnant
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School completionSchool completion
A world of change in the global skill supplyA world of change in the global skill supply

Approximated by percentage of persons with high school or equivalent qualfications Approximated by percentage of persons with high school or equivalent qualfications 
in the age groups 55in the age groups 55--64, 4564, 45--55, 4555, 45--44 und 2544 und 25--34 years34 years
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High school completion ratesHigh school completion rates
Percentage of graduates to the population at the typical age of Percentage of graduates to the population at the typical age of 

graduationgraduation
%

PISA OECD Programme for International student assessment
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